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26 Companies to Launch Early United Way Campaigns  

 

 A record twenty-six Tulsa employers will conduct early fundraising campaigns this 

summer on behalf of the Tulsa Area United Way. Known as “Trailblazers,” these companies and 

organizations will begin their campaigns in advance of the city-wide United Way campaign, 

which will kick off on Sept. 9 and run through Nov. 10. 

 “This year, we have more than double the number of Trailblazers than we’ve had in 

previous years,” said Mark Graham, President and CEO of the Tulsa Area United Way. 

“Expanding the number of Trailblazers will get us off to a strong start and help invigorate this 

year’s campaign.” 

 The early Trailblazer campaign will be officially launched at a reception on Wednesday, 

June 20, at Oklahoma Joe’s restaurant in Tulsa. The summer fundraising goal for the companies 

will be $3.5 million, also a record in Trailblazer history.   

The 2016 Tulsa United Way campaign will officially begin and the overall goal will be 

announced on Sept. 9. 

“As Trailblazers, these companies and organizations are truly blazing a trail and 

providing an example to those that will conduct United Way campaigns this fall,” said Marla 

Bradshaw, Community Volunteer and co-chair of the campaign along with her husband Steve 

Bradshaw, President and CEO of Bank of Oklahoma.  

“We are excited to assemble such an impressive group of Trailblazer companies this year, 

and their early leadership will be vital to a successful campaign to meet community need,” said 

Steve Bradshaw. 



Before the annual campaign begins, Trailblazer companies agree to conduct “model” 

campaigns, following certain best practices prescribed by the United Way, Graham said. They 

also challenge themselves to significantly increase their campaigns over last year.  

This year’s Trailblazers include Bank of Oklahoma, Cancer Treatment Centers of 

America, Cyntergy, Cypress Energy, Deloitte, DVIS, Ernst and Young, Explorer Pipeline, First 

Oklahoma Bank, Frederic Dorwart Lawyers, Hogan Assessments, Eide Bailly, Hogan Taylor, 

Holly Frontier Refinery, Macy’s, Mazzio’s Corporation, Mental Health Association Oklahoma, 

ONE Gas, Propeller Communications, PSO, Southwestern Payroll Services, Senior Star, TTCU 

The Credit Union, Luxa Enterprises, Switchgear Recruiting and YMCA. 

Many of the Trailblazers will kick off their campaigns in the coming weeks and others 

have already launched their campaigns this summer.  

The Trailblazers will announce the results of their campaigns at the annual Day of Caring 

breakfast and program at 7 a.m. Friday, Sept. 9, at Expo Square. The public is invited to attend.  

This year’s United Way campaign will officially kick off at the Crosstown Showdown – 

the annual football game between Broken Arrow and Owasso High Schools, also on Sept. 9. 

Kickoff will be at 7:30 p.m. at Tiger Stadium. The goal of this year’s United Way campaign will 

be officially announced at the game. Tickets will be available at the gate.  

For more information on this year’s United Way campaign for the community, visit 

www.tauw.org. 
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