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Tulsa Area United Way Honors National Volunteer Week with Reception 

The Tulsa Area United Way will celebrate the 37th Annual National Volunteer Week, April 18-24, 2010, with a volunteer awards reception honoring more than 80 volunteers from the Tulsa area. The reception is Friday, April 23, at Centennial Park, from 10-11 a.m. and will feature remarks from 84-year-old L.B. Smith who is receiving a Lifetime award for serving 6,681 hours with the Community Action Project of Tulsa County.

The volunteers who will be recognized on April 23 collectively contributed 31,155 hours to a variety of United Way’s 62 partner agencies in the past year. These extraordinary individuals and companies will receive Presidential Volunteer Service Awards, an honor given by TAUW on behalf of the President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation. All of these volunteers are what the Corporation for National and Community Service calls “intensive volunteers,” those who volunteer more than 100 hours each year.
“Tulsa is known nationwide for its volunteerism,” said Mark R. Graham, president and CEO of TAUW. “During National Volunteer Week, we are recognizing individuals who each contributed more than 100 hours to our partner agencies, which is well over the city’s average of 37.8 volunteer hours per resident. Without the determined, dedicated support by these remarkable volunteers, the 62 partner agencies of TAUW could not accomplish all that they do to help serve hundreds of thousands of individuals in need in our community.”

On Friday, April 30, TAUW staff will join with Community Action Project of Tulsa County and YWCA Tulsa, two TAUW agencies, to Stand Against Racism. At precisely10 a.m., United Way staff members will join 47 others in reading “Rainbow Fish,” a book that celebrates diversity and inclusiveness, to pre-K students in CAPTC classrooms. 

Founded in 1924, the Tulsa Area United Way is in its 86th year of providing critical health, human and social services in the community. The Tulsa Area United Way serves more than 740,000 people annually through its 62 partner agencies in Creek, Okmulgee, Osage, Rogers, Tulsa and Wagoner counties. Donate online at www.tauw.org or call 583-7171.
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