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Welcome and thank you for joining us for the tulsa area united way’s 2022 state of the area presentationThe state of the area is primarily intended to help drive data-informed decision-making through the tauw community investments process
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I’m Melanie poulter – i’m thrilled to be the newest member of the community investments team for tulsa area united way as the new research and data directorWith the addition of my position, we hope to elevate the role of data in the community investments decision-making process, to serve as a data resource for partner agencies, and to help community members better understand both the human service needs of the community and the crucial role played by TAUW partner agencies to meet those needs. 



Outline Demographic 
trends
• Population count
• Age distribution
• Race & ethnicity 

distribution

Financial Stability
• Income
• Poverty
• Living wage
• Assistance programs
• Food insecurity
• Housing stability

Education
• Early childhood 

learning
• Third grade reading
• Educational 

attainment

Health & Safety
• Physical health
• Mental health
• ACEs
• Violence
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Presentation Notes
We’ve divided this state of the area into 4 sections – we’ll look at:demographic trends, factors of financial stability and how that is measured, how we’re doing on some key education indicators, and some select measures reflecting the health and safety of the tauw community



DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS



Tulsa Area United Way Service Area
Tulsa, Creek, Okmulgee, Osage, Rogers, and Wagoner Counties
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Presentation Notes
Before we get into the data, we want to review what the Tulsa area united way area is for reference – Tulsa co, creek, co, Okmulgee co, osage co, rogers co, and wagoner coSimilar to msa but missing pawnee county



TAUW Area reaches nearly a million population
Population Trends And Projections, TAUW Area &Tulsa County, 1980-2070
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Presentation Notes
According to the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2020 Census, TAUW 6-county area population is now just short of a million – at 999,778, reflecting a 9% increase since 2010Tulsa County’s 2020 population is now 669,279, up 11% from 2010. Both the county and the tauw area are projected to continue on this pattern of growth over the next several decades.



Considerable differences in growth across area
Population Trends And Projections, Surrounding Counties, 1980-2070
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Although Tulsa county is home to about 2/3 of the total tauw population, you can see here that tremendous growth is occurring and is projected to continue in some of the other counties as well



Aging of the population
Population Trends By Age Group, TAUW Area, 1980 – 2020 
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So, who lives in Oklahoma? What does our population mix look like?Let’s start by looking at age trends.In line with national trends, Tauw’s population has gradually grown older over the decades.From children representing 29% of the population in 1980 to about 24% today; and folks over 65 representing 11% of population in 1980 to 16% today. Those changes may not sound extreme, but it actually takes some transformational societal shifts to result in demographic movement like this.  What are those transformational shifts? One of the key ones is declining birth rates – resulting in the birth of fewer children; improvements in health care technology result in longer life expectancy – growing the number of folks living into their 70s 80s and 90s, and …. Let’s not forget the baby boomers – that massive generation born between the mid-1940s and mid-1960s, who are this year between the ages of 58 and 76. Every age group they pass through inflates with their great numbers. You can see the progression of the baby boomers on this slide with the light blue boxes behind the graph – Each decade they shift forward 10 years.  Why does all of this matter? The age distribution matters for many reasons – not the least of which is workforce and dependency dynamics. As the traditional working age population shrinks relative to children and seniors, this places a heavier burden on the working age population to fill jobs and to generate an adequate tax base to support the economy and government programs. This demographic shift also impacts the need for different kinds of infrastructure and services across the area. 



Non-White race groups driving population growth
Race Distribution, TAUW Area, 2010 & 2020
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The tauw area is growing increasingly diverse – again aligned with national trends. This growing diversity is what is driving the area’s population growthThe 3 pies are meant to serve as snapshots of the area’s racial/ethnic make-up of the past, present, and future – and you can see that we are in the midst of significant changeEvery race group except for white increased between 2010 and 2020; some groups grew more than others; persons identifying as Asian/NHPI, Hispanic/Latinx, some other race, 2+ races all increased by at least 50% over the decade 41% of area residents are non-white, up from 32% in 201056% of children and youth are non-white, marking the milestone of majority-minority status among children and youth – meaning that there are more total children of color than there are white children As with the shifting age demographics, these shifting race/ethnicity demographics have implications for needs and opportunities for the area’s population. For example, the growing numbers of Hispanic/Latinx and Asian residents may mean increased need for language services, and opportunities to expand cultural understanding.So as we celebrate population growth in the area, it’s important to understand who is driving that growth, and to wisely use the information about changing demographics to ensure we are best serving all of our residents in need.   



FINANCIAL STABILITY



Definitions: Income, Wages, Poverty
•The minimum income required for individuals or families to meet basic standards of 

living based on local expenditures related to a family’s needs, without public or 
private assistance.

Living Wage

•Average family income representing the “middle” – half of families earn more, half 
earn less.Median Family Income

•The lowest salary an employer can legally pay a worker.
•Federal standard has been superseded by a higher minimum wage in most states, 

but not in Oklahoma.
Minimum Wage

•A statistical yardstick for measuring the population living below a specified income 
level and for administrative purposes.

•Based on 1950’s distribution of expenses with food accounting for 1/3 of budget. 

Poverty/FPL
(Federal Poverty Level)

•An income threshold equal to 2x the poverty level.200% of FPL

•An income threshold equal to 3x the poverty level.300% of FPL

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re going to Start with some definitions of terms that help us better understand how tauw residents are faring economically and to give the discussion some context; Living wageThe minimum income required for individuals or families to meet minimum standards of living based on local cost of living and expenditures, without public or private assistance – this is a key pointIncome needed to cover basic family expenses plus all relevant taxesLiving wage is calculated using actual local expenses, and varies by family size and compositionMedian Family IncomeAverage family income representing the “middle” – half of families earn more, half earn less.Minimum WageThe lowest salary an employer can legally pay a worker; Federal standard has been superseded by a higher minimum wage in most states, but not in Oklahoma.Poverty/FPL (Federal Poverty Level)A statistical yardstick for measuring the population living below a specified income level and for administrative purposes.Based on 1950’s distribution of expenses with food accounting for 1/3 of budget; food now typically takes about 1/10 of a household’s budget200% of FPLAn income threshold equal to 2x the poverty level.300% of FPLAn income threshold equal to 3x the poverty level.
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What does it cost to live in the TAUW area?
Living Wage For Family Of Three, TAUW Counties, 2021

Source:  Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Department of Urban Studies and Planning, Amy Glasmeier, "Living Wage 
Calculator" 2021 Update; 
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Presentation Notes
Let’s Start with living wageThe data we’re sharing about living wage come from the living wage model created and maintained by the Dept. of urban studies and planning at MIT; this is used by states and localities across the country as a marker to understand basic family income needs.Reminder – living wage is a benchmark of the income level necessary for a family to maintain a minimum standard of living; varies by family size and compositionLiving wage includes being able to pay for things beyond subsistence level basic needs – like health care, child care, transportation, and civic engagement – because these factors affect one’s ability to work and balance other responsibilities of everyday life.(from MIT Living Wage Calculator documentation)“The living wage is the minimum income standard that, if met, draws a fine line between the financial independence of the working poor and the need to seek out public assistance or suffer consistent and severe housing and food insecurity”Research on expenses in the tauw area finds that an average family of 3 consisting of one adult and 2 children needs to earn a minimum of $74,315 annually in order to maintain a minimum standard of living; Please keep in mind that these and other data points going forward are generalizations – not all families are alike and have the exact same requirements or resources.And we’re using family of 3 as an example because that is average family size – as we go through this series of slides be aware that similar relationships exist for other family types and sizes



How is Living Wage spent in the TAUW area?
Monthly Budget For Family Of Three Earning Living Wage, Tulsa County, 2021
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Living Wage = 
$6,254 per month
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Presentation Notes
To put this into context, let’s take a look at how that living wage is spent in a typical monthThis example uses a typical Tulsa County family of 3 earning the minimum living wage, which calculates to $6,254 per month gross income. For this example, the family includes a single parent, one elementary school aged child and one pre-school aged child.Remember that living wage refers to income required to meet minimum standards of living without public or private assistance – so no child care subsidy, no SNAP, no living with relatives, etc.Broken down by expense category:Housing = $898 – estimates based on local fair market rents with assumption that a 3-person family would have a 2-bedroom apt or other housing unitChild care = $1201 – based on lowest cost options in state and local market rate surveysFood = $583 - for meals prepared at home (not pre-prepared meals or eating at restaurants) (based on USDA’s low-cost food plan national average in 2019.)Transportation = $973 – includes payments for a used car or truck, insurance, gas, routine maintenance, and public transportationMedical = $657 – (assumes employer-sponsored plans,) includes insurance premiums, co-pays for office visits, Rx and medical suppliesCivic = $296 – cost of engaging in basic activities that enrich our lives such as pets, hobbies, playground equipment, toys, reading materials, education, fees and admissions, etc.Other = $429 – clothing, personal care items, broadband, cell phone service, furniture, school supplies, etcTaxes = $1218 – federal and state income taxThere’s no place in the budget for unplanned expenses like a major care repair, vacations, saving for college or retirement. There’s no room for wealth accumulation.Families living at this income level are basically living paycheck to paycheck and are one crisis away from financial distress
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How much do families in the TAUW area earn?
Family Income Distribution, TAUW Area, 2019

Source: US Census Bureau, 2019 American Community Survey.
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With that frame of reference in mind, this is the distribution of what families in the tauw area actually earnjust over half of our families – over 130,000 families – earn less than $75,000 per year. Just under half – 115,000 families – earn over $75,000 per year. This is all families of all sizes – so again, we are generalizing, but let’s move ahead to compare this distribution to living wage and some other key income levels
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How much do families in the TAUW area earn?
Family Income Distribution & Wage Comparison, TAUW Area, 2019
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Starting with living wage… so remember that living wage is equal to a little over $74,000 per year for family of 3So all the families earning more than that level – basically those on the left hand side of the pie - theoretically earn enough to maintain a basic standard of living w/o having to rely on public or private assistance
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How much do families in the TAUW area earn?
Family Income Distribution & Wage Comparison, TAUW Area, 2019
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And All families earning less than about $74,000, in general, are likely not earning enough to maintain a basic standard of living without assistance – so all of the families on the right hand side of pie – this is more than half of the families living in the 6-county area – more than 130,000 familiesThe key point here is that these families earning less than living wage likely need public or private assistance to maintain a basic standard of living
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How much do families in the TAUW area earn?
Family Income Distribution & Wage Comparison, TAUW Area, 2019

Median family 
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$72,353

Living 
wage: 

$74,315
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Here’s the median family income at $72,353… just a little less than living wageWhat does this tell us?Remember that median family income is an average family income – half of families earn more, half earn lessThis reiterates fact that more than half of the area’s families earn less than a living wage – they do not earn enough to maintain a basic standard of living without assistance
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How much do families in the TAUW area earn?
Family Income Distribution & Wage Comparison, TAUW Area, 2019
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Let’s consider some other income levels:People working full-time year-round earning the federal minimum wage, which is and has been $7.25 per hour in OK for the past 12 years, come no where close to earning enough to support our example 3-person family; they earn about 80% less than living wage for family of 3Just want to point out here that most states have now passed minimum wage laws that exceed $7.25 per hour – ranging from $9 to $15 per hour. Oklahoma continues to adhere to the federal minimum of $7.25. 



16,730
7% 7,442

3%

51,107
21%

31,100
12%26,650

11%

115,039
46%

Less than $15,000

$15,000 to $19,999

$20,000 to $44,999

$45,000 to $59,999

$60,000 to $74,999

$75,000 or more

Source:  US Census Bureau, 2019 American Community Survey; Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Department of Urban Studies
and Planning, Amy Glasmeier, "Living Wage Calculator" 2021 Update; Federal Register, “Annual Update of the HHS Poverty 
Guidelines,” 01/21/2022.

How much do families in the TAUW area earn?
Family Income Distribution & Wage Comparison, TAUW Area, 2019
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Presentation Notes
Folks earning the equivalent of the poverty wage for a family of 3 - $23,030 or $11.07 per hour full-time employment – earn about 30% of living wageWhen you hear stories about the poor or people living in poverty or below 100% of poverty – these are the families they’re talking about And when you hear the poverty rate referenced – that refers to the percentage of the population that lives below this 100% of poverty levelPoverty rate is really just a Benchmark used for administrative purposes – based on 1950’s food costs; more meaningful income benchmarks are found when we look at percentages of the poverty rate
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So let’s look at families earning 200% of poverty - $46,060 for a family of 3 – this is the income level that is twice the poverty level; so at 200% of the poverty level, these families are still a long way from earning a living wage – but they’re not technically living in poverty; these families earn about 62% of what it takes to maintain a basic standard of living for family of 3
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How much do families in the TAUW area earn?
Family Income Distribution & Wage Comparison, TAUW Area, 2019
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Finally, here’s 300% of poverty - $69,090 for a family of 3 – 3 times the poverty level; and even at that level, based on the monthly expenditures listed earlier, these families are likely still a bit short of being able to adequately maintain a basic standard of living without public or private assistance. So 300% of poverty, for a family of 3, gets fairly close to living wage, And it’s essential to have this basic understanding of these relationships to appreciate the significance of the next slide 



Nearly half of population below self-sufficiency level
Ratio of Income to Poverty by Age, TAUW Area, 2019
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So this graph shows the percentage of population who live below 100%, 200%, and 300% of the federal poverty levelSo keep in mind, people living in poverty, earning below 100% of poverty, are likely struggling financially, but they are not alone in that struggleWe really have to consider the people earning up to 300% of poverty to appreciate the full extent of people and families in need of assistanceOver half of tauw area residents live below 300% of poverty, which means that these nearly half a million people, are generally unable to maintain a basic standard of living without public or private assistance; that assistance may look like government programs to help pay for food or housing or child care, or it may look like borrowing money to pay rent, or it may look like relying on food from the food bank.  With the highest poverty rate, 2/3 of Young children live below 300% of poverty 



Definitions: Government Assistance Programs

Source:  Oklahoma Department of Human Services; US Department of Agriculture; Oklahoma Health Care Authority.

•Oklahoma’s public health coverage program jointly funded by federal & state gov’t.
•Income eligibility: Children – below 210% FPL (Federal Poverty Level); Pregnant 

women – 133% FPL; Parents of children under 18 – below 138% FPL.

SoonerCare
(Oklahoma’s Medicaid program)

•Federal program that provides supplemental food, health care referrals, and 
nutrition education for low-income pregnant, breastfeeding, and non-breastfeeding 
postpartum women, and to infants and children up to age five at nutritional risk.

•Income eligibility: Below 185% FPL.

WIC
(Special Supplemental Nutrition 

Program for Women, Infants, 
and Children)

•Federal program that provides nutrition assistance to eligible low-income 
individuals and families via an EBT card that can be used to purchase eligible food in 
retail stores.

•Income eligibility: Below 130% FPL.

SNAP
(Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program; formerly 
Food Stamps)

•Free and reduced cost school lunches for lower income students (grades PK-12) to 
ensure nutritious meals that promote health and educational readiness.

•Income eligibility: Free – below 130% FPL; Reduced cost – below 185% FPL.

Free & Reduced Lunch
(National School Lunch 

Program)

•Federally funded program for low-income families with children providing monthly 
cash assistance to help meet basic needs and other services including training 
leading to employment, employment services, and child care assistance.

•Income eligibility: Below 50% FPL.

TANF
(Temporary Assistance for 

Needy Families)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fortunately, many government programs exist to help fill the gap between what families can afford and what they need to maintain a basic standard of living. Each of these has specific income as well as other eligibility criteria like citizenship.These are programs many of you are probably already familiar with, but you may not be aware of the specific purpose or eligibility criteria. So we wanted to give you a basic primer of what they are and how they are used by residents of the TAUW area.Some of those are listed here – Soonercare for healthcare assistance – available to most pregnant women and parenting adults earning less than about 138% of poverty, and to children in families earning less than 210% of povertyWIC, SNAP, Free and Reduced School Lunch program for nutritional assistance – with income eligibility ranging from 130% to 185% of povertyTANF for cash assistance for meeting basic needs for folks earning less than 50% of povertyNotice that none of these have income eligibility levels high enough to help many of the families and individuals struggling financially.These are some of the public govt programs available; What I’m not showing on this slide are the many incredible community organizations, many of which are supported by the tauw, that help to fill that income gap to help individuals and families meet their basic needs



Source:  Oklahoma Dept. of Human Services 2021 Annual Report; Oklahoma State Dept. of Education, Low Income Report for 2019-
20; Oklahoma State Dept. of Health-WIC service, Caseload Report, Sept. 2021; Oklahoma Health Care Authority, Fast Facts, Nov. 
2021; US Census Bureau, 2020 Evaluation Estimates.

Thousands rely on public assistance to meet basic needs
Number Participating In Public Assistance Programs, TAUW Area
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Back to public assistance programs, Thousands of tauw area residents rely on these programs and others to access healthcare, to feed their families, and to remain in their homes.These numbers reflect the raw numbers of individuals living in the TAUW area who receive benefits from each of these programs currentlyFor instance, over 230,000 tauw area residents rely on soonercare to pay for healthcare.Over 170,000 tauw area residents rely on snap benefits to purchase food.Over 90,000 of our children eat a nutritious lunch every school day thanks to the school free and reduced lunch program



Note: Percentages reflect share of age-eligible population receiving support.
Source:  Oklahoma Dept. of Human Services 2021 Annual Report; Oklahoma State Dept. of Education, Low Income Report for 2019-
20; Oklahoma State Dept. of Health-WIC service, Caseload Report, Sept. 2021; Oklahoma Health Care Authority, Fast Facts, Nov. 
2021; US Census Bureau, 2020 Evaluation Estimates.

Substantial shares of population receive assistance
Percentage of Population Served by Public Assistance Programs, TAUW Area
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Presentation Notes
It’s also beneficial to look at these programs by the percentage of our population directly benefiting from them. These percentages reflect the share of the total population or specific age group being served by each program. So for instance, 23% of all TAUW area residents use soonercare; NOT 23% of just those who are income eligible17% of all residents receive SNAP benefits; 57% of all public school students in the tauw area participate in the school free and reduced lunch programAlthough these public assistance programs cannot reach all those in need of help due to limited eligibility guidelines, they manage to provide support to sizeable proportions of the population



Every district serves families in need of assistance
Free & Reduced Lunch Participation By District, Tulsa County, SY 2019-20
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have been redacted by OSDE; the free plus reduced lunch sums are correct.
Source:  Oklahoma State Department of Education, Low Income Report, 2019-20.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We just looked at the Substantial shares of students who depend on school free and reduced lunch programs across the TAUW area as a wholeHere we can look at the shares from individual school districts in Tulsa County, What becomes evident is that every district is serving many kids whose families are likely struggling financially, even those districts typically perceived as higher income districts. Just as a reminder, For reference, to qualify for free lunch, a student’s family must have income below 130% of FPL, equal to $29,939 for a family of three in 2022. For reduced price lunch, a student’s family must have income less than 185% of FPL, equal to $42,606 for a family of three.



Definitions: Housing Stability

Source: National Low Income Housing Coalition; Housing Solutions data dashboard Point-in-Time count data, 
https://www.housingsolutionstulsa.org/reports-data/. 

•The federal standard that no more than 30% of a household’s gross income 
should be spent on rent and utilities.

•Households paying over 30% of their income are considered cost-burdened.
Housing Affordability

•HUD defines cost-burdened families as those “who pay more than 30 percent of 
their income for housing” and “may have difficulty affording necessities such as 
food, clothing, transportation, and medical care.”

Cost-Burdened

•An annual count of individuals and families experiencing homelessness that is 
completed on one day during January using a combination of survey responses 
and Homeless Management Information System data. 

PiT Count 
(Point-in-Time Count)

•Condition in which persons have experienced homelessness more than 4 times or 
for more than a year, and have been affected by either physical, mental, or 
substance use challenges.

Chronic Homelessness

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another piece of financial stability is housing stability, and we again wanted to share some key terms and definitions to help you better understand the context when considering agencies’ services and clientsHousing affordability is basically availability of housing with costs that don’t exceed 30% of families’ incomeCost-burdened is the condition of families, as either homeowners or renters, when they must spend more than 30% of income on housingThe reason this 30% point is important is that beyond that point, a household typically does not have adequate funds left for other basic expenses like food; spending over 30% of income on housing means not enough in the budget to pay for other basic needsBecause of that, The state of living in a cost-burdened situation is unsustainablePiT Count (point in time count) is the annual one-day count of persons experiencing homelessness; Chronic homelessness is the condition in which a person has experienced homelessness more than 4 times or for more than a year, and has been affected by either physical, mental or substance use challenges.



Lack of affordable housing is a crisis in TAUW area
Housing Cost-Burdened and Rent-Burdened Households by Income Level, 
TAUW Area, 2019

Source: US Census Bureau, 2019 American Community Survey. 
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Presentation Notes
Lack of Affordable housing can be measured by the extent of cost-burdened households; when an area has adequate affordable housing, people do not find it necessary to live in cost-burdened situations.The first part of This graph shows the percentage of households that are cost-burdened – where more than 30% of income goes toward housing costs; Of households of all income levels, we see that 27% of both owner and renter occupied housing units, 18% of owner occupied housing units and 45% of renter occupied housing units are cost burdened.As we just discussed on the previous slide, The state of living in a cost-burdened situation is unsustainable because typically this means inadequate funds for other basic needs



Lack of affordable housing is a crisis in TAUW area
Housing Cost-Burdened and Rent-Burdened Households by Income Level, 
TAUW Area, 2019

Source: US Census Bureau, 2019 American Community Survey. 
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Now we’re looking at those households earning less than $50,000 per year. Notice the levels of cost-burdened rise notably – for both homeowners and renters - with a high of 67% of lower income renters being cost burdened. 



Lack of affordable housing is a crisis in TAUW area
Housing Cost-Burdened and Rent-Burdened Households by Income Level, 
TAUW Area, 2019

Source: US Census Bureau, 2019 American Community Survey. 
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Presentation Notes
And finally, even Small percentages of higher income households are cost-burdened. Many cost burdened families and individuals living in the tauw area are at risk of eviction or of losing their homes; many become homeless if no other resources are availableLack of affordable housing is at the root of this problem; when an area has adequate affordable housing, people do not find it necessary to live in cost-burdened situations



Homelessness persists and more are chronically homeless
People Experiencing Homelessness during Point-in-Time Count & Percent 
Chronically Homeless, Tulsa Area, January 2015 to 2021

Source:  Housing Solutions data dashboard Point-in-Time count data, https://www.housingsolutionstulsa.org/reports-data/. 
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Presentation Notes
There are several ways to look at number of people experiencing homelessness; these data come from Housing SolutionsOn this graph, The green bars show results of the past 7 years of PiT count in Tulsa; (numbers reflect persons experiencing homelessness who were actually counted and surveyed by a member of the A Way Home for Tulsa team. Actual number of persons experiencing homelessness on that one day each year is slightly higher)This is literally a point in time count and meant to reflect only that – the number of people experiencing homelessness on that one dayEven though the pit count has declined, the share of persons experiencing homelessness who are chronically homeless is on the rise.The true number of persons experiencing homelessness in the Tulsa area over the course of a year is many times higher than what these numbers reveal. Thousands more people – men, women, non-gender conforming persons, and children – live for a time outside, in shelters, in emergency housing, on friends’ couches, and in their cars.The eviction moratorium during the pandemic helped to keep these numbers from skyrocketing. A compassionate and focused collaboration of agencies in Tulsa – a way home for Tulsa - has managed to help many people avoid homelessness or keep it very brief since the end of the moratorium through persistent efforts to locate and secure affordable housing. The growing shortage of affordable housing in the TAUW area prevents the collaboration from successfully housing all persons experiencing homelessness. 



EDUCATION



3rd Grade reading proficiency foundational for academic success
Reading Levels of Third Graders based on 3rd Grade English/Language Arts (ELA) Test, Tulsa 
County School Districts, SY 2018-19

Source:  Oklahoma State Department of Education, OSTP Assessments, 2018-19.
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Presentation Notes
Third grade reading proficiency is a critical measure as it serves as an important building block for future academic success. Through third grade students are learning to read - after third grade they are reading to learn. In only four Tulsa County school districts do at least 50% of students score proficient or advanced on the 3rd grade reading/language arts assessmentThis represents pre-covid; based on info we’ve seen from during pandemic, overall scores are worseDefinitions:Below basic: Students have not performed at least at the basic level.Basic: Students demonstrate partial mastery of the essential knowledge and skills that are foundational for proficient work at their grade level or course and that students are not on track to be college- or career- ready.Proficient: Students demonstrate mastery over challenging grade level subject matter can analyze and apply such knowledge to real-world situtations; are ready for the next grade, course, or level; and are on track to be college- and career- ready. Advanced: Students demonstrate superior performance on challenging subject matter.



High School graduation impacts future financial opportunities
Four-Year Cohort High School Graduation Status, Tulsa County School Districts, SY 2018-19

Source:  Oklahoma State Department of Education, Four-Year Cohort Graduation Rates, 2018-19.
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This shows High school graduation rates for Tulsa county school districtsCompleting high school is a key milestone progressing toward economic independence; high school grads on average earn about $10,000 more per year than non-grads.



Real wages stagnant for those without a degree
Wages By Education Level (2019 Dollars), United States, 1975-2019
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Source:  Economic Policy Institute, State of Working America Data Library, Wages by Education.
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Presentation Notes
Education level plays a primary role in opportunity to earn an adequate wage; higher education level typically means higher wagesThis graph shows that while persons with at least a bachelors degree have had real wage increases since 1975, those without a degree have not.This also shows the overall and increasing disparity in wages by educational attainment - so it’s much tougher for a family with earners without college degrees to earn a living wage and therefore support that family without assistance



Nearly 40% of adults have Associates degree or higher
Educational Attainment For Persons Age 25 & Over, TAUW Counties, 2019
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So what kind of education levels do we find among TAUW residents?In the area overall, over 60% have not earned a college degreeOK is one of the least educated states in the nation.(At 26%, Oklahoma ranks 44th among the states, Washington D.C., and Puerto Rico in rate of adult population with a bachelor’s degree or higher. Meaning that 43 states have more highly educated pops than OK.)



HEALTH & SAFETY



Oklahoma one of unhealthiest states
Overall Health Status Ranking, Oklahoma, 1990-2019
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Presentation Notes
Oklahoma ranks 46th out of 50 in overall health. Only Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas and Alabama are ranked less healthy. Health status is made up of health determinants and health outcomes(America’s Health Rankings has chosen not to include a state’s overall ranking in the 2020 report due to the unprecedented health challenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic. )



State ranks in bottom 5 in determinants of health
Health Determinants Rankings, Oklahoma, 2021
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Presentation Notes
For health determinants, Oklahoma ranks 46th.  Some key social and economic determinants where OK ranks especially poorly are economic hardship index, food insecurity, and 4th grade reading proficiency.Ranked at 49 for uninsured, OK should begin to see improvement with the implementation of Medicaid expansion last yearOK ranks poorly in health behaviors(economic hardship index is a compilation of measures of several economic conditions – unemployment, dependency, education, per capita income, crowded housing, and poverty; allows a comprehensive assessment of economic status of a state or community)



State ranks among bottom 10 in health outcomes
Health Outcomes Rankings, Oklahoma, 2021
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Presentation Notes
Oklahoma ranks number 44 in the US in total health outcomes. In area of health outcomes, Oklahomans struggle with non-medical drug use, poor overall health status, and mental and physical distress.



ACEs have potentially negative impact on future health
Mechanisms by which Adverse Childhood Experiences Influence Health and 
Well-being throughout the Lifespan
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Source:  The Adverse Childhood Experiences Study website:  www.acestudy.org.
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Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) is a conceptual model for better understanding the impact of childhood trauma The original ACE study as well as subsequent studies find correlations between childhood neglect, abuse and household dysfunction with later-life health and well-being. Studies find that children who experience more childhood trauma actually experience changes and disruptions in their neurodevelopment;  Persons with higher levels of ACEs are at increased risk of negative academic outcomes, adoption of high risk behaviors and ultimately poorer well-being throughout the life span, including greater likelihood of premature death. Poverty, although not generally included as an ACE, exacerbates other traumatic experiences.The implications for our state are tremendous with the large number of children experiencing child abuse and neglect, incarcerated parents, parents with mental illness and substance abuse problems, and single parenting, Ok has one of the highest rates of occurrence of adverse childhood experiences. 



Frequency of Adverse Childhood Experiences
Adults who experienced adverse events as children, Tulsa County, 2018-2020
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Source:  Oklahoma State Department of Health, Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System 2018 to 2020.
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Presentation Notes
Tulsa County residents’ Responses to the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System surveys reflect occurrence of adverse/traumatic experiences during childhood. survey findings include:35% had parents separate or divorce38% experienced emotional abuse19% were physically abused19% witnessed domestic violence26% lived with household member with mental illness24% lived with household member with alcohol problem14% lived with household member that used illegal drugs12% lived with household member who had been incarcerated20% had 4 or more ACEs – which represents a high level of ACEs and a corresponding significantly higher level of serious health problems in adulthood



Thousands of children face abuse and neglect
Substantiated Victims of Child Abuse & Neglect, TAUW Area, FY2020
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Note: These numbers may reflect duplicated counts of children victimized by child abuse and neglect because a child can be the 
subject of multiple investigations.
Source:  Oklahoma Department of Human Services, Child Abuse and Neglect Statistics FY 2020.
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Presentation Notes
One of the primary ACEs is Child abuse and neglect – thousands of TAUW area children are victims of child abuse and neglect. occurs in the TAUW area at a rate of about 18 per 1000 children under 18. This compares to state rate of 17 and national rate of 9.(National rate is from 2019 (pre-covid) and ok rates include covid time, however, the rates for OK and TAUW area show very slight increase over previous year.)



Many women experience intimate partner violence
Percent of Women Experiencing Intimate Partner Violence, Tulsa County, 2018-20
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Presentation Notes
While devastating for the women involved, intimate partner violence is also traumatic for the children who witness it.Substantial numbers of women in Tulsa Co. have experienced intimate partner violence in one form or another; women are of course not the only victims – men and non-gender conforming individuals also report being victimized.29% of Tulsa County women report being hit, slapped, pushed, kicked or physically hurt by IP, 16% report having experienced unwanted sex by their current or former IP, and 3% report having experienced physical violence or unwanted sex with IP in the past 12 months. Women are the primary direct victims of IPV, but men are also victims: 17.1% of OK men report being hit, slapped, pushed, kicked, or physically hurt by IPV, and about 1% report physical violence or unwanted sex.



Clearly, the needs are great. 

These are not easy topics to discuss, but this State of the Area review 
really demonstrates the “why” behind everything we do everyday. 

Not just us at TAUW but also our Partner Agencies.

It is the mission of our partner agencies to serve the families and 
individuals that we’ve just been talking about.

It is TAUW’s mission to unite people and resources to improve lives and 
strengthen our communities.



Thank you!


	Tulsa Area United Way State of the Area 2022
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS
	�Tulsa Area United Way Service Area�Tulsa, Creek, Okmulgee, Osage, Rogers, and Wagoner Counties
	�TAUW Area reaches nearly a million population�Population Trends And Projections, TAUW Area &Tulsa County, 1980-2070
	�Considerable differences in growth across area�Population Trends And Projections, Surrounding Counties, 1980-2070
	Aging of the population�Population Trends By Age Group, TAUW Area, 1980 – 2020 
	Non-White race groups driving population growth�Race Distribution, TAUW Area, 2010 & 2020
	FINANCIAL STABILITY
	Definitions: Income, Wages, Poverty
	What does it cost to live in the TAUW area?�Living Wage For Family Of Three, TAUW Counties, 2021
	�How is Living Wage spent in the TAUW area?�Monthly Budget For Family Of Three Earning Living Wage, Tulsa County, 2021
	How much do families in the TAUW area earn?�Family Income Distribution, TAUW Area, 2019
	How much do families in the TAUW area earn?�Family Income Distribution & Wage Comparison, TAUW Area, 2019
	How much do families in the TAUW area earn?�Family Income Distribution & Wage Comparison, TAUW Area, 2019
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Nearly half of population below self-sufficiency level�Ratio of Income to Poverty by Age, TAUW Area, 2019
	Definitions: Government Assistance Programs
	Thousands rely on public assistance to meet basic needs�Number Participating In Public Assistance Programs, TAUW Area
	Substantial shares of population receive assistance�Percentage of Population Served by Public Assistance Programs, TAUW Area
	Every district serves families in need of assistance�Free & Reduced Lunch Participation By District, Tulsa County, SY 2019-20
	Definitions: Housing Stability
	Lack of affordable housing is a crisis in TAUW area�Housing Cost-Burdened and Rent-Burdened Households by Income Level, TAUW Area, 2019
	Lack of affordable housing is a crisis in TAUW area�Housing Cost-Burdened and Rent-Burdened Households by Income Level, TAUW Area, 2019
	Lack of affordable housing is a crisis in TAUW area�Housing Cost-Burdened and Rent-Burdened Households by Income Level, TAUW Area, 2019
	Homelessness persists and more are chronically homeless�People Experiencing Homelessness during Point-in-Time Count & Percent Chronically Homeless, Tulsa Area, January 2015 to 2021
	EDUCATION
	3rd Grade reading proficiency foundational for academic success�Reading Levels of Third Graders based on 3rd Grade English/Language Arts (ELA) Test, Tulsa County School Districts, SY 2018-19
	High School graduation impacts future financial opportunities�Four-Year Cohort High School Graduation Status, Tulsa County School Districts, SY 2018-19
	Real wages stagnant for those without a degree�Wages By Education Level (2019 Dollars), United States, 1975-2019
	Nearly 40% of adults have Associates degree or higher�Educational Attainment For Persons Age 25 & Over, TAUW Counties, 2019
	HEALTH & SAFETY
	Oklahoma one of unhealthiest states�Overall Health Status Ranking, Oklahoma, 1990-2019
	�State ranks in bottom 5 in determinants of health�Health Determinants Rankings, Oklahoma, 2021
	State ranks among bottom 10 in health outcomes�Health Outcomes Rankings, Oklahoma, 2021
	�ACEs have potentially negative impact on future health�Mechanisms by which Adverse Childhood Experiences Influence Health and Well-being throughout the Lifespan�
	Frequency of Adverse Childhood Experiences�Adults who experienced adverse events as children, Tulsa County, 2018-2020
	Thousands of children face abuse and neglect�Substantiated Victims of Child Abuse & Neglect, TAUW Area, FY2020
	Many women experience intimate partner violence�Percent of Women Experiencing Intimate Partner Violence, Tulsa County, 2018-20
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48

