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IN-PERSON EVENT IDEAS
MARIO CART TOURNAMENT

Borrow our Nintendo Switch setup and run a fun, competitive Mario Kart tournament.
Employees can pay an upfront cost to enter the tournament. You can set up a randomized
bracket-style tournament. To spice things up, players can purchase obstacles to hinder
their opponents-like forcing a rival to use tilt controls for a round or start the next race with
a banana peel handicap. Let the chaos and laughter begin! Highest score takes bragging

rights for the year!

PUTT-PUTT COURSE

Host a fun, company-wide mini golf (putt-putt) event where each department designs and
builds their own creative golf hole using office supplies, decorations, or themed props.
Employees pay a small fee to play the full course, and the player with the lowest score wins

a prize!



FLOCKING (or your name of choice - Cubicle Capers, Operation: Desk Drop, Prank it

Forward)

Employees pay to have a coworker’s office or cubicle “invaded” with humorous or themed
items—think pink flamingos, rubber ducks, balloons, or paper hearts. The target can then

pay to have the items removed, or to redirect the invasion to someone else!

A BATTLE OF CHANGE

Departments compete to collect the most points through coins in a classic “Coin War”
format. Each department gets a jar, and staff can add coins (which /increase the score) or
sabotage others with bills (which decrease their totals). The department with the highest
net total at the end wins bragging rights and the ultimate reward: They get to pie a
member of a losing department in the face! It's a fun, spirited way to raise the stakes and

bring out the best (and most mischievous) in your team!

SAY CHEESE

Offer employees the opportunity to get professional headshots taken at work in exchange
for a donation. It's a win-win: staff get updated, polished photos for LinkedIn or internal use,

and you raise funds for your internal campaign.

DISH IT OUT

Bring your favorite dish and enjoy a shared meal that celebrates diversity, connection, and

the joy of good food. Participants are invited to contribute a dish and make a small



donation to join in the fun - you can either sign up to bring a dish or simply pay to enjoy the

feast!

PAGE-TURNERS FOR PROGRESS

Donate or shop for gently used books and support a great cause. Whether you're looking
for your next read or decluttering your shelves, this is a great way to give back while finding

new favorites. Don't miss out—books for all ages and genres available at affordable prices!

UNLOCK THE CAUSE

Set a date for employees to take part in a collaborative fundraising challenge where
individuals or teams start with their workspace “locked.” Participants use creativity,

teamwork, and outreach to reach a set fundraising goal and earn their “release.”

SUSTAINABILITY PARTNER BINGO

Put a fresh spin on a classic game. Instead of calling numbers, highlight sustainable
partners—giving players a fun way to learn about valuable community resources and the

impact they make.

PING PONG BALL DROP

A lively, interactive activity where participants drop ping pong balls from different levels
(office spaces, second floor, or parking garage) into prize buckets below. It builds

excitement, boosts participation, and adds energy to the event. Pay-to-play.



TALENT SHOW

Invite employees or participants to showcase their talents in a talent show (can also be
virtual). Whether it’s singing, dancing, comedy, or anything else, people can pay a small
entry fee to perform or to vote for their favorite acts. You could also offer donation

incentives for extra votes or applause!

BAKE SALE/BAKE CONTEST

Put your kitchen skills to work for a good cause. Employees are invited to contribute their
best homemade treats for a company-wide bake sale, with all proceeds going directly to
the Fundraising Drive. To add a competitive edge, organize a “Top Chef” style challenge
between departments and floors. Whether you're competing for the best cheesecake,

apple pie, or classic cookie, it's a simple way to reach our fundraising goals together.

BALLOON POP

Employees donate prizes for this event - a variation of a traditional raffle. Before filling a
balloon with air, put a note inside with the name of the prize. Employees pay $1 to buy a
balloon and pop it to find out what prize they've won. Include a United Way fact in each

balloon.

BASKET RAFFLE

Ask each department to sponsor, create and fill a theme basket (spa, chocolate, lottery,
gourmet cooking, home improvement, entertainment, sports, night on the town, dog/cat
oriented, kids/game oriented, etc.). Sell raffle tickets. Employees can select which basket or

baskets they'd like to win.



DOOR DECORATING CONTEST

Ask your departments to create a team to decorate your doors or hallways to add spirit to

your Fundraising Drive. Be sure to have a prize and judge!
CHILI COOK-OFF

Ask employees to cook a favorite chili recipe and enter it into a cook-off contest. Invite
employees to pay for lunch (a sample of each chili dish). Each participant casts a vote for

their favorite or pays for extra votes and the chili with the most votes wins a prize.

COMPANY OLYMPICS/MINUTE TO WIN IT

Teams participate in Olympic or Minute to Win It type events, such as wastebasket paper
ball free throws, balance a Styrofoam cup on a service tray while navigating an obstacle
course, make a paper airplane and fly it the longest distance, make the longest paper clip or
staple chain in one minute, fold and stuff letters/ envelopes in one minute. Teams pay to

participate and the company buys prizes or lunch for the winning team.

SILENT AUCTION

Ask vendors to donate items, ask employees to donate handmade items, solicit gift
certificates from local restaurants, etc. Put the items on display online or in a prominent
location. At a designated time, close the bidding. Then let employees know of the highest

bid and continue the auction with one hour left to outbid it to win it.

TRASH OR TREASURE RAFFLE/AUCTION



Ask employees to bring at least one wrapped white elephant item..an unwanted, still
usable (although not necessarily useful!) object from their home. All who donate can get a
raffle ticket, and when their name is called, they can choose one of the mystery items or set
up a silent auction. Raffle tickets can be sold for the remaining items. Don’t forget to

publicize the winners and their new treasures.

ADD SPIRIT TO YOUR OFFICES

Have a few big (and somewhat annoying) objects that relate to your theme. Recruit a
committee to help you advertise decorating offices with these items. When a person wants
to prank their teammate, they pay a certain amount. The recipient can pay a higher amount

to remove the objects, or they must keep the items in their office for 3 days.

ENGAGE WITH YOUR CEO/LEADERSHIP
LEADERSHIP CAR WASH

Ask employees to donate to have their cars washed by management. Charge extra for

special services like cleaning the interior or polishing the rims.

DESK DASH WITH YOUR LEADERSHIP

An employee can order lunch from local restaurants and have it delivered directly to your

desk by their leadership. This is an opportunity to chat and connect with leadership.

PIE IN THE FACE



Grab items to create a pie! You will need your leadership or someone to be a champ for
United Way and take a pie to the face in front of their employees. The individual with the

most nominations gets pied or pays a flat fee.

SLIME

Make slime as a team in a big bucket! Slimees are those who have the most funds in a jar.
Be sure to have ponchos ready because there is about to be a big fun mess! When you're

ready, have someone dump the slime on your CEO.

VIRTUAL EVENT IDEAS

SMARTY PANTS

Employees can test their knowledge and compete in online trivia using Zoom, Microsoft
Teams, or another video conferencing platform. You can also use trivia-specific tools like
Kahoot!, Crowdpurr, or Slido for added interactivity. Participants join by donating a small
entry fee, and the event features exciting trivia rounds, bonus challenges, and prizes for the

winners!

SIP & SUPPORT



Enjoy drinks or coffee and connect with colleagues! For a small donation, employees can
unwind and connect with colleagues over coffee or drinks from the comfort of their own

homes.

A VIRTUAL CHARITY RUN/ SUBSTITUTE ANOTHER ACTIVITY (YOGA, CRAFTS,

MEDITATION, JUMP ROPE, OR CYCLING)

Can't run in groups outside? No problem! The idea is for supporters to pledge to run or walk
any number of miles or consecutive days, whether by themselves outdoors, with their

family or dog, or on a treadmill at home.

A TASTE OF GIVING

Partner with a local chef or bartender to host a virtual cooking or cocktail-making class.
Participants pay a fee to join the class and learn new skills while supporting a cause. You

can even sell ingredient kits ahead of time for extra fun!

PETS ON PARADE

If your employees love pets, host a virtual pet parade! Employees can pay to enter their
pets into different categories (cutest, funniest, most creative costume, etc), and others can

donate to vote for their favorites.

BINGO IN DAILY COMMUNICATIONS

Sell online bingo cards, providing numbers in daily communications.



GAME SHOWS

Participants compete in various games or trivia challenges via a video conferencing
platform, with a host leading the event, presenting questions or activities, and engaging
with the contestants. These events often include a live scoreboard, audience participation,

and prizes for the winners, creating a lively and entertaining atmosphere.

ONLINE AUCTION

Participants place competitive bids on items, services, or experiences through a digital
platform, with the highest bid winning when the auction ends. For remote workers, these
auction items can meet their unique needs by providing ergonomic office furniture for
comfort, premium noise-canceling headphones for focus, and top-tier software
subscriptions for enhanced productivity. Additionally, virtual team-building activities, online
fitness classes, and meal delivery services are included to help foster collaboration,

promote wellness, and make remote work life more convenient.

STAFF SUPERLATIVES- AN ONLINE VOTING CONTEST

Host a virtual contest where every dollar donated counts as a “vote” for a winner. Choose a
theme that ties into your fundraising drive or spotlight employees and supporters. Example
categories could include best dressed, best joke, funniest dance move, or best piece of
office art. You can also tailor it to your theme—for example, a 101 Dalmatians-inspired

campaign could feature a “Cutest Dog Photo” contest.

STREAM A VIDEO GAME TOURNAMENT



Pick a video game that you and your supporters can play online together and host a
tournament to raise money for your cause. Users can pay an upfront cost to enter the
tournament, and then you set up a randomized bracket-style tournament to crown your
champion. Then, to help spread awareness, stream the entire tournament on Twitch so

people can tune in to catch all the action in real-time!
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